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SYNCHRONOUS TEACHING OF 
ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE WITH YOUNG 
LEARNERS:
How Do Teachers Do It?
Author: Ruford Cross
MAIN RESEARCH QUESTIONS
• Which teaching approaches are commonly used by EFL teachers to 
teach English via synchronous technology?
• Which specific techniques and tools do these teachers use to interact 
with the students during a synchronous class?
• How do these online EFL teachers motivate students in a virtual 
classroom setting?
PARTICIPANTS
• Sample size of five teachers
• All of the participants have at least one year of experience 
teaching online.
Approaches Task-Based Communicative Grammar-
Translation
Direct Audiolingual
Respondent #1 X X X
Respondent #2 X X
Respondent #3 X X X X X
Respondent #4 X X
Respondent #5 X X X
Table 1
Teaching Approaches Commonly Used by Online English Instructors 
Teachers reported using various teaching approaches with students, based on 
student factors (i.e., age, proficiency level, personal interests, etc.)
Techniques 
&
Tools
Gloss
Words
Total
Physical
Response
Props Listen & 
Repeat
Multimedia 
Tools
Role-
playing
Rewards Corrective
Feedback
Respondent #1 X X X X X X X X
Respondent #2 X X X X X X X X
Respondent #3 X X X X X X X
Respondent #4 X X X
Respondent #5 X X X X X
Table 2
Techniques and Tools Commonly Used by Online English Instructors
The results are similar here. Teachers use different techniques and 
tool, based on student factors. 
TEACHER RATIONALE FOR SELECTING 
APPROACHES, TECHNIQUES, AND TOOLS
MOTIVATIONAL TECHNIQUES USED BY 
ONLINE EFL TEACHERS
• Incorporating student interests
• Fun game or activity to spark students interest and engagement
• Chance for student to speak freely
• Altering mode of interaction with student
• Reward system 
